
	
  

CATEGORIES	
  –	
  Individual	
  Assessment	
  Criteria	
  

	
  
• TECHNICAL	
  properties	
  (skills)	
  

	
  
o Exceptional	
  work	
  exhibits	
  a	
  command	
  and	
  understanding	
  of	
  various	
  media,	
  

techniques,	
  and	
  tools.	
  Creative	
  intent	
  is	
  supported	
  by	
  a	
  consistent	
  attention	
  
to	
  detail	
  and	
  effort.	
  
	
  

§ Technical	
  Skill	
  /	
  Craftsmanship	
  (detail,	
  control,	
  overall	
  effort)	
  
§ Media	
  (choice	
  of	
  tools	
  and	
  materials,	
  variety,	
  unconventional	
  usage)	
  
§ Observational	
  Drawing	
  (understanding	
  of	
  technical	
  skills:	
  e.g.,	
  value,	
  

perspective,	
  composition	
  etc.)	
  
	
  

• FORMAL	
  properties	
  (how	
  the	
  technical	
  skills	
  are	
  employed)	
  
	
  

o Exceptional	
  work	
  exhibits	
  strong	
  compositions,	
  clearly	
  reflecting	
  a	
  broad	
  
understanding	
  and	
  application	
  of	
  design.	
  Creative	
  intent	
  is	
  supported	
  by	
  
thoughtful	
  choices	
  and	
  personal	
  preference.	
  
	
  

§ Composition	
  
§ Elements	
  of	
  Art	
  (line,	
  shape,	
  value,	
  texture,	
  color,	
  time,	
  space)	
  	
  
§ Principles	
  of	
  Design	
  (harmony,	
  rhythm,	
  repetition,	
  balance,	
  emphasis,	
  

pattern,	
  contrast,	
  scale,	
  proportion,	
  variety)	
  
	
  

• EXPRESSIVE	
  properties	
  (making	
  meaning,	
  original	
  thought)	
  
	
  

o Exceptional	
  work	
  exhibits	
  strong	
  conceptual	
  and	
  contextual	
  development.	
  
Imagery	
  is	
  produced	
  via	
  unique	
  processes	
  and	
  there	
  is	
  cohesiveness	
  across	
  
themes,	
  media,	
  and	
  techniques	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  creative	
  intent.	
  
	
  

§ Mark-­‐making	
  (different	
  line	
  qualities,	
  patterns,	
  and	
  textures,	
  applies	
  
mainly	
  to	
  fine	
  art	
  work)	
  

§ Concepts	
  (metaphorical,	
  symbolic,	
  evocative,	
  cultural,	
  personal)	
  
§ Creativity	
  (imaginative,	
  inventive,	
  willingness	
  to	
  take	
  chances)	
  
§ Sketchbook	
  imagery	
  and	
  productivity	
  (thought	
  process,	
  techniques)	
  

	
  
 
  



 

LEVELS	
  

5	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
Exceptional	
  
(Certified)	
  

Always	
  meets	
  criteria	
  in	
  all	
  3	
  major	
  categories	
  of	
  assessment	
  (Technical,	
  
Formal,	
  Expressive).	
  

Consistent	
  strength,	
  proficiency,	
  and	
  understanding	
  of	
  principles/media	
  
throughout	
  portfolio.	
  

4	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
Outstanding	
  
(Certified)	
  

Usually	
  demonstrates	
  criteria	
  across	
  all	
  3	
  categories.	
  
	
  
While	
  showing	
  high	
  potential,	
  there	
  are	
  evident	
  areas	
  of	
  needed	
  improvement.	
  
Visible	
  effort	
  towards	
  consistency/proficiency	
  with	
  a	
  strong	
  understanding	
  of	
  
principles/media	
  throughout	
  portfolio.	
  

3	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
Admissible	
  

Sometimes	
  demonstrates	
  criteria	
  in	
  all	
  3	
  categories.	
  
	
  
Is	
  noticeably	
  weaker	
  in	
  1	
  or	
  2	
  categories,	
  yet	
  still	
  shows	
  potential.	
  Some	
  effort	
  
towards	
  proficiency	
  with	
  a	
  basic	
  understanding	
  of	
  principles/media	
  throughout	
  
portfolio.	
  

2	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
Borderline	
  

Rarely	
  demonstrates	
  criteria	
  in	
  2	
  or	
  all	
  3	
  categories.	
  
	
  
Modest	
  proficiency	
  and	
  minimal	
  understanding	
  of	
  principles/media	
  throughout	
  
portfolio.	
  

1	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Not	
  
Qualified	
  

Never	
  demonstrates	
  criteria	
  in	
  any	
  category.	
  
	
  
Limited	
  proficiency	
  and	
  primitive	
  understanding	
  of	
  principles/media	
  throughout	
  
portfolio.	
  

	
  


